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will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF 
ZURAB ZHVANIA, PRIME MIN-
ISTER OF REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 108) commemo-
rating the life of the late Zurab 
Zhvania, Prime Minister of the Repub-
lic of Georgia. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 108

Whereas on the night of February 3, 2005, 
the Prime Minister of the Republic of Geor-
gia, Zurab Zhvania, died, apparently due to 
carbon monoxide poisoning caused by a mal-
functioning heater; 

Whereas the death of Prime Minister 
Zhvania at the age of 41 is a tragic loss for 
the Republic of Georgia; 

Whereas Zurab Zhvania was a dedicated re-
former whose visionary leadership inspired a 
new generation of political leaders in the Re-
public of Georgia; 

Whereas Zurab Zhvania founded the Citi-
zen’s Union Party, which won elections in 
1995, making him the Speaker of the Geor-
gian Parliament; 

Whereas under the leadership of Speaker 
Zhvania, the Georgian Parliament was trans-
formed into an effective and transparent leg-
islative institution; 

Whereas in November 2001, Speaker 
Zhvania resigned his position in protest 
when government authorities attempted to 
suppress the leading independent television 
station in the Republic of Georgia; 

Whereas Zurab Zhvania formed the United 
Democrats, a party that blossomed into one 
of the major forces that brought about the 
Rose Revolution in the Republic of Georgia 
in November 2003; 

Whereas in the most dangerous hours of 
the Rose Revolution, when it appeared that 
armed force could be used against the peace-
ful protestors, Zurab Zhvania dismissed his 
bodyguards and led a march to Parliament 
accompanied only by his young children; 

Whereas Zurab Zhvania was named Prime 
Minister of the Republic of Georgia in No-
vember 2003, and led governmental efforts to 
develop and implement far-reaching eco-
nomic, judicial, military, and social reforms 
thereby turning the promise of the Rose Rev-
olution into real results that have dramati-
cally improved life in the Republic of Geor-
gia; 

Whereas the strong commitment of Zurab 
Zhvania to the peaceful restoration of the 
territorial integrity of the Republic of Geor-
gia was most recently displayed in the cen-
tral role he played in the development of the 
unprecedented and generous proposal of the 
Republic of Georgia for resolving the status 
of South Ossetia peacefully and justly; and 

Whereas Zurab Zhvania’s vision of the his-
torical destiny of the Republic of Georgia 
was eloquently expressed before the Council 
of Europe on April 27, 1999, when he said, ‘‘I 
am Georgian and therefore, I am European’’: 
Now, therefore, be it.

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) expresses its sympathy and deepest con-
dolences to the family of Zurab Zhvania for 

their tragic loss of a son, husband, and fa-
ther, and to the people of the Republic of 
Georgia for the death of their Prime Min-
ister; 

(2) commends the courage, energy, polit-
ical imagination, and leadership of Zurab 
Zhvania that were so critical to the develop-
ment of a democratic Republic of Georgia; 

(3) recognizes that the integration of the 
Republic of Georgia into Euro-Atlantic insti-
tutions will be the completion of the vision 
of Zurab Zhvania and his most lasting leg-
acy; and 

(4) expresses its solidarity with the people 
and Government of the Republic of Georgia 
at this difficult time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. MCCOTTER) and the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. MCCOTTER). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on House Resolution 108. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Today, the House considers H. Res. 

108, introduced by the esteemed Chair 
of the Subcommittee on Europe and 
Emerging Threats, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. GALLEGLY). It is a reso-
lution commemorating the life of the 
late Zurab Zhvania, who at the time of 
his death was the Prime Minister of 
the Republic of Georgia. 

On February 3, Prime Minister 
Zhvania died suddenly, apparently as a 
result of carbon monoxide poisoning 
caused by a malfunctioning heater. 
This resolution expresses the House of 
Representative’s sympathy and condo-
lences to the family of Zurab Zhvania 
and to the people of Georgia for the 
death of their Prime Minister. 

The resolution also commemorates 
the life of Zurab Zhvania and calls for 
the completion of his vision to inte-
grate Georgia into the greater Euro-
pean-Atlantic community. Prime Min-
ister Zhvania was a prominent leader 
in Georgia’s Rose Revolution. He was a 
true reformer, a strong believer in de-
mocracy, and a good friend to America. 
In fact, Georgia recently decided to in-
crease its troop levels in Iraq at the 
very time when other nations are draw-
ing down their military presence in 
that country. Georgia also participates 
in the peacekeeping mission in Kosovo 
and has troops in Afghanistan. 

The death of Zurab Zhvania is a trag-
ic loss for Georgia and all those who 
support democracy in that nation. I 
ask my colleagues to support this reso-
lution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-

sume and join my colleague from 
Michigan in commemorating the ex-
traordinary life and the tragic death of 
Zurab Zhvania, the late Prime Minister 
of the Republic of Georgia. 

While he served in the position of 
Prime Minister for a relatively short 
time, all independent observers con-
clude that he contributed immeas-
urably to the democratic reform of the 
Republic of Georgia. He was committed 
to opening the minds of the Georgian 
people and inspiring them to move 
away from the regressive wrongdoings 
of the Communist establishment. 

He will always be known as a true re-
former, a strong believer in democratic 
values, and a good friend of America. 
We are all saddened by his loss, and I 
join my colleagues in expressing condo-
lences to the family of Mr. Zhvania.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
MCCOTTER) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 108. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

COMMENDING OUTSTANDING EF-
FORTS OF ARMED FORCES AND 
EMPLOYEES OF STATE DEPART-
MENT AND USAID IN RESPONSE 
TO EARTHQUAKE AND TSUNAMI 
OF DECEMBER 26, 2004 
Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 120) commending 
the outstanding efforts by Members of 
the Armed Forces and civilian employ-
ees of the Department of State and the 
United States Agency for International 
Development in response to the earth-
quake and tsunami of December 26, 
2004. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 120

Whereas on December 26, 2004, an earth-
quake and tsunami struck the Indian Ocean 
basin, killing over 250,000 people in Indo-
nesia, Sri Lanka, India, Thailand, Somalia, 
Burma, Maldives, Malaysia, Tanzania, Ban-
gladesh, and Kenya; 

Whereas the response by members of the 
Armed Forces and civilian employees of the 
Department of State and the United States 
Agency for International Development 
(USAID) was immediate, invaluable, and 
courageous; 

Whereas civilian employees of the Depart-
ment of State and USAID showed great lead-
ership in helping to coordinate relief efforts 
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among donors, United Nations agencies, 
international organizations, aid agencies, 
and host governments; 

Whereas civilian employees of the Depart-
ment of State and USAID who were on vaca-
tion in some of the hardest hit areas used 
their expertise and specialized skills to pro-
vide immediate assistance to victims and 
survivors of the tsunami; 

Whereas civilian employees of the Depart-
ment of State and USAID set up remote as-
sistance operations in the affected areas in 
order to best provide service to United 
States citizens and citizens of other coun-
tries who were affected by the tsunami; 

Whereas United States consular officers 
worked around the clock to locate and iden-
tify United States citizens affected by the 
tsunami, reconnect them with their loved 
ones, and facilitate their return to the 
United States, despite the loss of their pass-
ports, other identification, and belongings as 
a result of the tsunami; 

Whereas members of the Armed Forces vol-
unteered their unique resources to assess the 
situation and deliver aid when and where 
other relief efforts could not; 

Whereas the sight of members of the 
Armed Forces providing aid to tsunami vic-
tims and survivors has provided an impor-
tant boost to the image abroad of the United 
States; 

Whereas members of the Armed Forces and 
civilian employees of USAID worked to-
gether to bring clean water from Navy ships 
to victims and survivors in need; and 

Whereas the coordinated effort by mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and civilian em-
ployees of the Department of State and 
USAID saved lives, made a crucial contribu-
tion to recovery, and set the stage for a long-
term United States commitment to in-
creased peace and security across South and 
Southeast Asia: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) commends the outstanding efforts in re-
sponse to the earthquake and tsunami of De-
cember 26, 2004, by members of the Armed 
Forces and civilian employees of the Depart-
ment of State and the United States Agency 
for International Development; 

(2) recognizes that the actions of these in-
dividuals went above and beyond the call of 
duty; and 

(3) thanks them for their service. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. MCCOTTER) and the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. MCCOTTER). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on House Resolution 120. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume, 
and I wish to begin by sending my grat-
itude to the distinguished gentleman 
from Oregon for bringing this resolu-
tion before the House. 

The December 26, 2004, earthquake off 
the coast of Indonesia was one of the 
largest natural disasters on record, 
devastating coastal areas throughout 

the Indian Ocean area, particularly in 
Indonesia and Sri Lanka. The cost in 
human life now stands at nearly 300,000 
dead or missing, another 1 million dis-
placed, and many more otherwise af-
fected. 

The response by U.S. military and ci-
vilian personnel was nearly instanta-
neous as they moved into action to 
provide help to those caught in the 
tragedy. The logistics, airlift, and 
other supplies and services provided by 
the Department of Defense were, by all 
accounts, indispensable. Similarly, the 
humanitarian relief provided by U.S. 
civilian agencies, particularly the 
United States Agency for International 
Development, demonstrated the capac-
ity and compassion of the American 
people who tried to aid those who were 
suffering. 

In addition to its speed, the United 
States Government has been generous 
in its response: Nearly $150 million has 
already been spent and will be followed 
by several hundred million more dol-
lars for ongoing recovery and recon-
struction programs. The American peo-
ple should also be greatly com-
plimented for their generosity, as pri-
vate donations from the United States 
alone are estimated to be at $1 billion. 

This resolution recognizes America’s 
military and civilian first responders 
to this terrible disaster and extends 
the appreciation of Congress to them 
for their work in saving lives, helping 
the survivors, and displaying our 
American virtues to our brothers and 
sisters beyond our shores. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I wish to thank my colleague from 
Michigan for joining me in cospon-
soring this resolution, and the chair-
man of the Subcommittee on Asia and 
the Pacific, the gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. LEACH), for introducing the reso-
lution with me. 

This resolution commends the action 
of civilian employees of the State De-
partment and the U.S. Agency for 
International Development and the 
members of the Armed Forces for their 
response to last December’s tsunami 
tragedy in the Indian Ocean. 

Mr. Speaker, it was my privilege to 
journey with a congressional delega-
tion to the affected areas immediately 
in the aftermath of the disaster. As we 
viewed the stricken region, we were all 
impressed by the quality of the relief 
effort and the coordination between all 
parties. It was truly gratifying to see 
the governments, particularly of these 
four affected countries, stepping for-
ward in some areas where we had sim-
mering conflicts and military actions. 
People would put aside the hostilities 
to deal with those in need. 

I must confess that the pictures of 
our military, the rapid response, spoke 
volumes. I had an opportunity to visit 
with the leadership, starting with Ad-
miral Crowder, and other senior offi-

cers, down the chain of command, vis-
iting with men and women on the front 
lines. It was clear that they were not 
just acting out of a professional dedica-
tion and a military ethic, but they 
were doing it for the profound and 
heartfelt desire to help people in need. 

While the pictures spoke volumes of 
the affected people throughout that re-
gion, I think it is important that we 
also recognize the efforts of the civil-
ians from the State Department and 
USAID who do the tireless work of di-
plomacy and development that form 
the backbone of our foreign policy. 
They contribute day in and day out 
with far less fanfare and too often less 
of our support. 

I was struck by individual cases of 
Foreign Service officers. Two examples 
that had been brought to my attention 
while I was visiting was that of Rich-
ard Hanrahan and Michael Chadwick, 
who were junior consular officers from 
American embassies who were on vaca-
tion in Phuket when the disaster 
struck.

b 1430 
They were there with their own fami-

lies and had to make sure they were 
safe, but then they acted to set up 
their own remote control command 
post in Phuket to ensure the safe re-
turn of Americans. They dealt with 
traumatized families under the most 
difficult of circumstances, being able 
to borrow cell phones and deal with the 
communication difficulties; dealing 
with really very difficult situations, 
going from hospital to hospital, identi-
fying injured Americans, and reporting 
on the situation before others had a 
chance to arrive. 

Having seen and heard how these peo-
ple behaved in such difficult cir-
cumstances, hour after hour, day after 
day, using their own independent ac-
tion and individual motivation is 
something that all of us in Congress 
can be proud of. Having seen the im-
pact that the officials from the State 
Department and USAID, working to-
gether with our military in response to 
the tsunami, highlights for us all the 
need to continue to enhance our diplo-
matic development and humanitarian 
capabilities. 

As I heard these stories and met 
these people, I thought of the work 
that former Secretary of State Powell 
performed when he invested the pres-
tige of his office, used the leverage of 
his position and his own experience to 
increase the support, ramping up the 
hiring of a new class of officials and 
making it a personal priority to make 
sure that the men and women in the 
front lines of the State Department 
around the world had the resources 
that they needed. 

I hope that our new Secretary of 
State, Condoleezza Rice, will build 
upon his actions and as we in this Con-
gress go through our appropriations 
cycle, we support her and our dip-
lomats with the necessary funding. 

We should strengthen the ability of 
the State Department to respond to 

VerDate jul 14 2003 03:30 Apr 06, 2005 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05AP7.001 H05PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH1742 April 5, 2005
these crises, both natural and man-
made, in part to minimize the chal-
lenge for our over-stretched military 
who are not always going to be able to 
be available in force to make the con-
tributions that we saw in the after-
math of the tsunami. Often, frankly, 
there are tasks better left to civilian 
hands. 

This disaster was an illustration of 
the value of the services provided by 
many of these agencies. I think of the 
USAID’s outstanding individuals who 
were there as part of the briefing, indi-
cating how they were equipped and 
ready to go to help fight the problems 
after the tsunami, and deal with the 
aftermath of poverty and environ-
mental degradation. Hopefully, their 
work will make these communities less 
vulnerable in the future, and we can in-
vest in disaster mitigation and plan-
ning to reduce the loss of life the next 
time the inevitable disaster strikes. 

It is the selfless commitment of these 
individuals in the military, the State 
Department, and USAID that is mak-
ing a difference. At a time when our 
prestige, particularly in this region, as 
a Nation is at an all-time low, accord-
ing to independent opinion surveys, the 
contributions in the aftermath of the 
tsunami is making a difference, par-
ticularly with Indonesia, the world’s 
largest Muslim country. Two-thirds of 
the Indonesians are now more favor-
able to the United States because of 
what they saw, Americans responding 
and dealing with the aftermath of this 
disaster. 

We should continue to invest in di-
plomacy and development along with 
our national defense, extend the kind-
ness and compassion demonstrated by 
American people into a full-time com-
mitment to those who suffer around 
the world. These efforts will pay divi-
dends not just for the people in need 
but for our security as well. 

The civilian employees of the State 
Department, the USAID, and our men 
and women in uniform went beyond the 
call of duty in responding to the tsu-
nami. Through this demonstration of 
their professionalism, skill, creativity 
and commitment, they saved lives and 
took important steps for peace and se-
curity. I strongly urge the adoption of 
this resolution.

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of this resolution and I would like to 
give a special thanks to the sponsor of this 
resolution, my good friend from Oregon, Mr. 
BLUMENAUER. 

Like several of my colleagues on the House 
International Relations Committee, I had the 
opportunity to meet with many of the men and 
women of our Armed Forces, the Department 
of State and the United States Agency for 
International Development operating in the 
tsunami affected region. 

My trip to the region began in Singapore, 
where I met with members of our Armed 
Forces who were using the Singapore Air 
Force base as a staging ground for missions 
into the hardest hit area of the tsunami, Banda 
Aceh, Indonesia. 

They were running operations out of the 
base 24 hours a day thanks to the support of 
our Singaporean friends. 

While I was at the base I met with a Marine 
who was injured just days before in a heli-
copter crash but he remained in high spirits 
and was eager to get back out to help the sur-
vivors of the tsunami. 

Singapore has been such a strong ally and 
a solid supporter of our relief mission; I want 
to publicly thank the government and people 
of Singapore for their role in the assistance to 
the tsunami affected region. 

After Singapore, I traveled to Sri Lanka and 
went south of Colombo to Galle, a tourist 
town, which was ravaged by the tsunami. 

During my day in Galle, I visited a maternity 
hospital that had been badly damaged and is 
now unusable, but I met with a doctor who 
told me about a c-section he was performing 
when the wave hit the hospital. 

This doctor was able to finish the surgery by 
flashlight and saved the mother and child. 
These are some of the stories we may never 
have heard. 

As I traveled on the road back to Colombo 
stretching the length of the shore I saw more 
affects of the Tsunami, train tracks were 
turned into corkscrews and buildings were to-
tally destroyed. 

But within all this rubble was American Ma-
rines and USAID Disaster Assistance Relief 
Teams working hand in hand with the Sri 
Lankan’s clearing destroyed homes. 

I asked one of the marines about his daily 
activities and he told me what brought him the 
most joy was playing with the local children 
who had lost their families and homes and 
that just making them smile and keeping them 
active brought him so much fulfillment. 

As those children grow up they will always 
remember that marine who brought a little 
sense of normalcy back to their lives. 

Also, during a meeting with the U.S. Em-
bassy in Colombo, I met the director of the 
U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance, OFDA, cov-
ering South Asia, which with the help of this 
committee; I was able to establish this branch. 

I was caught off guard when William Berger, 
the director of the OFDA, thanked me for es-
tablishing this office and told me that the fund-
ing I was able to secure has saved thousands 
of lives and will continue to. 

It’s a real testament to the effect our com-
mittee has on the lives of those living so far 
away. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support this 
important resolution.

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of H. Res. 120, commending members of 
the Armed Forces and civilian employees of 
the Department of State and the United States 
Agency for International Development in re-
sponse to the earthquake and tsunami of De-
cember 26, 2004. 

In particular, I want to share with my col-
leagues how a professor from the Naval Post-
graduate School, located in my district, as-
sisted victims of the tsunami in Thailand. As 
coincidence would have it, Professor Brian 
Stackler was in Bangkok shortly after the tsu-
nami when he realized that a field experiment 
he was planning to conduct in six months 
could save disaster victims’ lives. Within days, 
he and his team were able to set up a wire-
less communications network near Phuket, 
and weeks later a broadband wireless Internet 
connection for more than 4,000 refugees, vol-

unteer workers, international DNA testing and 
response teams, NGOs, and the media. As 
you can imagine, these emergency commu-
nication services were overwhelmed, so Pro-
fessor Stackler and his team established 
voice-over Internet connections allowing com-
puter users to speak over their microphones. 

The impact of this technology was profound. 
It speeded up identification of victims and fa-
cilitated communication between victims and 
the outside world. 

Professor Brian Stackler and his team are 
unsung heroes to thousands of victims of the 
tsunami and richly deserve the recognition 
provided by H. Res. 120.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, 
today in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, we commend the men and 
women of our Armed Forces and civilian em-
ployees of the Department of State and the 
United States Agency for International Devel-
opment for their services and actions in re-
sponse to the earthquake and tsunami of De-
cember 26, 2004. In particular, I would like to 
recognize the active-duty and reserve 
servicemembers of the 62nd and 446th Airlift 
Wings stationed in my District at McChord Air 
Force Base. The Airmen who deployed filled 
many different roles from aircrew members to 
maintainers and aerial port personnel and se-
curity forces. McChord’s aircrews flew badly 
needed supplies to countries throughout the 
region. The C–17’s unique ability to land in the 
most austere conditions allowed it to deliver 
aid where other aircraft couldn’t. In particular, 
I would like to commend Colonel Wayne 
Schatz, the 62nd Airlift Wing commander, who 
deployed to Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii, 
and became the Deputy Director of Mobility 
Forces for the entire operation. While there, 
he helped marshall the massive humanitarian 
airlift mission, directing hundreds of aircraft 
that delivered nearly 3,000 tons of relief sup-
plies to countries most in need of aid. 

All told, Team McChord’s contributions to 
the relief efforts included: 1.8 million pounds of 
relief supplies delivered; 660+ passengers 
moved; and 48 relief missions flown. 

Mr. Speaker, I’m proud of the men and 
women in my District who participated in this 
noble operation. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CULBERSON). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. MCCOTTER) that the 
House suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution, H. Res. 120. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 
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